Activity & Organization in a Society

Task: Discussing leadership systems & creating a poster

Purpose: To appreciate the development of social structure in early societies

Directions: 

· Remember early African groups had to develop their own systems of government, as there was no centralized government or ruling class.  In your table groups, your task is to decide on the best system of government for a group about the size of this class.  You should assume there is not pre-assigned leader, & your group must effectively answer the challenges of daily life in the first century A.D.:

· Solving Conflict among members

· Organizing hunting & gathering expeditions

· Distributing food

· Questions to Think About:

· What would be the best way to go about these tasks & others that you need to function as a society?

· Would one leader who offers counsel, a small group of leaders who make the decisions for the group, or a democracy work best?  Why?

· Answer other questions as you see fit.

· DO NOT designate themselves or any of your classmates as leaders, but rather to focus on a concept of leadership that would work a group the size of the class

· Use your textbook, most notably the pages 409-10 that deal with early African societies, as well as ANY OTHER topics within the textbook that deal with the organization & function of early civilizations across the world.
· Your Poster Should …

· Explain your proposed system

· Include the total number in the group

· Include the total number of leaders

· Explain how problems are solved

· Include an overall explanation of your system

· Drawings/Pictures that help to describe your system of government

