Ch. 16 – The Americas – Study Guide

Questions to Know:

1) What was the purpose of a potlatch?

2) Who were the Anasazi?  What types of dwellings did they live in?

3) What was the Iroquois League?

4) What was the Mayan calendar system based on?  What role did astronomy play in Maya culture?
5) What is a codex?

6) Who were the Toltecs & why were they significant?

7) What was the Triple Alliance?

8) What is the meaning of the word mita?

9) Why did conquered peoples resent the Aztecs?

10) Which ruler expanded Incan territory the fastest?

11) How were the Hopewell and Mississippian peoples similar?

12) Where are the Iroquois from?

13) How were Aztec social classes organized?

14) What were the major cities of the Maya?

15) How did glyphs help the Maya in their achievements?

16) Who was the first major civilization to live in Central Mexico?

17) What influences did the Toltecs have on the Aztecs?
18) What type of government was the Incan government most closely related to?

19) How did the Inca mainly add territory to their empire?

20) How did the early Native Americans view land?

21) How were the early North Americans similar to the Maya? Aztecs?
22) How did the Inca decline?

23) In what ways did Mesoamerican culture influence North American peoples?

24) In what ways did American cultures unify and protect their civilizations?
25) In what ways were the Inca and Romans similar?

Skills: Maps, Tables, Charts, Graphs, etc.

· Be able to read a map covering the expansion of the Incan Empire and other South American cultures from 100-1535 A.D.
· Be able to analyze a chart covering the main details of the Empires of the Americas

Essay Questions:

1) What were some of the differences between the civilizations of early North Americans and Mesoamericans?  Please explain.
2) What problems led to the decline of the Aztec Empire?

3) Why was the Incan Empire more widespread than the Iroquois League?

4) What do the pyramids of the Maya and the Aztec say about their cultures?  In your answer, discuss the construction of the pyramids, their appearance, and their possible symbolic significance.

