Ottoman Empire Skill Building Exercise Worksheet
Document-Based Questions:
1) Read the short excerpt about the Conquest of Constantinople on page 509 & answer the two Document-Based Questions in the space below.


Map Skills – Critical Thinking:
2) Look at the map on page 508.  Answer the following questions: Which waterways did the Ottomans have access to?  How would access to these waters benefit them (give at least 2 reasons & be specific)


Categorizing Information:
3) Study the Table of Contents.  How is the textbook organized?  Why is it organized this way?


4) How would material be covered if the book was only to be organized by chronology?


5) Make a list of Suleyman’s accomplishments, by organizing them into a table based on specific categories
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



Making Inferences – Critical Understanding
6) What problems might conquered people present for their conquers?

7) Keeping the above question in mind, in what ways did the Ottomans integrate conquered people into their society?

Opinion Based Question – Short Answer
8) Based on what you have read, in your opinion was Suleyman a wise & effective ruler?  Why or why not?  (Give supporting details)


Safavid Empire – Writing Historical Dialogue
Task: With your partner, write an imaginary conversation between foreigners & officials of the Safavid Empire
Purpose: To understand the culture of the Safavids & their relationship with other cultures.  To test your creative abilities to connect information and form a coherent argument/discussion
Directions: With your partner you will have to decide who is going to be whom?  One of you is going to play the role of an official from the Safavid Empire and the other will represent someone from the Ottoman Empire, England, Spain, etc. (it is your choice).  In your pairs you will discuss an issue that leaders might have addressed in the 1500s, such as: 
· The rivalry between the Ottomans & the Safavids
· Geographic & political pressures on the Safavid Empire
· The relationship between Christians and Muslims
· The news about the voyage of Christopher Columbus
You should identify the title of the individual you represent & how that individual would have felt about the topic selected by you and your partner.  Use your textbooks to find the facts and details for the conversation.  Your job is to write out an outline of your conversation.  If we have time, we will present these to the class.  Provide your outline below.
